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1e 1n 1927 the Boviss [{rst five year plan was about to be put into execution.

Among other goals the plan culled for an increased output of platinum and in
order to0 meet thie gnal the Poviet a oreed that one of the dradges 50X1-HUM
that they hed putrchased had to e operating by & ocer- -
tain date, 12 Oct 97, [The Bovi
ff?f:ffﬁf?l. arscting the dredge

suaneeded it getting t on four or five days

bafore the deadiine. 'he sitie chosen for the workings was & riverbed
about 125 km from Bverdlovsk, As soon as the
dradge ¥as operable the Boviet engihesrs insisted on working straight down the
rivar ohannel disregarding the rich ore-bearing benches on sither side.
this wae sxtremely bad mining pruoctice but the Boviet sngineers
wars only concerned i{n getting tho maximum production {n the shortest period
of time and were indlfferent to the long«term results.

50X1-HUM

2. The benoches were being worhad by the looal pessantry under government licenss,
‘The farming seasun {s ehort in the Uralm and the peasants engaged in mining AQur-

ing the off mewson. Thsy worked in ema » 8 of five, sesven or nins and
. g amall asasp : 50X1-HUM

tha kulek | |
Boviet mining regulutions at that time permittad private placer mining by hand

mathods under govarmment licaense but roquired all platinum recoverod to be sold
to the goverament. 1The private operutor having selected & olaim made applica-
tion to the authorities for a permit to work 1t., In his applioation the operator
was required to stats the values disclosed by sampling. Before a permit vas
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izaued a government inspector checked the valu2s reported In the applicaticm,
When the application had b:en isauecd and the operator had installed hte
8l .ce and sluice box the government inspector agaln called snd seuled the
sluice box 80 that 1t could not ke opened without btreaking the nccl., Then at =

intervals the slulce box would be opened by the inspector and the rlatinum
which had been recovered would be turned over to tne autnorities at the l..gal
price.

{

3. The Russian peapunt, despite hia recputation as ignorant and stupld, is 1in
fact aa extremely shrewd person. To circumvent the oining regulations, the
peasant applicant for a permit wculd always understate by at leas’ onc-half

i
the values shown on sampling, How the applicant prevented the governmezut, !
inspector from discovering this Inot know tut apper=ntly h: 50X1 -HQ_M
had means of doing soc, After his official equipment was in and the alulce i

box wae sealed, the opecrator would add a aecond 11141cit gluica box below ithe
official one. When he calculated that the official box contalaned aufficient
platinum to meet his understated values, he would proceed to flood through
the official box and make his recovery in the lower unofficial box. The

operators were expert enough t Y in
the official box. the
1111cit recovery r % oT oI the whole, thore 50X1-HUM
Was UB$20 thousend worth 50 platinum conceale
’—,;1_4_“1_1&9_&“5%

b, To sell the 1llicit platinum made annual trips to Viadivostok. o -ty
for a holiday, in midwlnter, \ Thevr

wan conelderable shirring -t of Viadivostok at that time and the rrablem =hma)d
not have been difficult.
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